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DEADLINE DATES 


Each issue of the Dulcimer Players News is usually mailed out during the first 
week of the month for which that issue's term begins. The manuscript, copy, and 
advertising deadline for each issue falls on the 10th of the month prior to its 
publication. 

The four quarterly issues for each year are set up as follows: 

WINTER ISSUE -- January, February & March 

SPRING ISSUE -- April, May & June 

SUMMER ISSUE -- July, August & September 
we FALL ISSUE -- October, November & December 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE 


To All Readers: 


Dear Readers: 

Beginning with this issue the Dulcimer Players Ne d_to raise our 
subscription rates to $6.00 per year. Printing co: 5, and the necessity 
of spending more and more unpaid time at the desk putting D.P.N, together and main- 
taining it between issues has prompted us to make this move, The thousands of hours 
and thousands of dollars we mst put into this publication force us to increase our 
revenue in order to be able to continue with our efforts. Even with our raise in 
rates we are able to stay in a competitive price range compatible with most small 
folk music publications. 

The D.P.N. Editors are always interested in corresponding with our readers about 
all things $o do with dulcimers. Write us, we love to hear from you. Due to our 
large correspondence load we ask you to send a self-addressed stamped envelope with 
your inquiries. This will assure you a prompt reply and will help us greatly with 
our large postage bill. Thanks!! The D.P.N. assumes it is alright to publish any 
part of any letter we recieve unless told otherwise or for personal type mail. We 
welcome your ideas, articles (any kind), comments, photographs, etc., etc. 

Due to delays in the postal service you may receive your issue of D,P.N, a bit 
late at times. This is not our fault... all D.P.N, issues are mailed within a few 
days of the first of the month which that issue begins on. July 1st for this issue, 
for example. 

Any one interested in passing on the word about D.P.N. to other dulcimer players 
is invited to write to us for a batch of subscription blanks to pass along to friends, 
customers, or perhaps as free handouts at your booth during fairs & music festivals. 
We will gladly send as many blanks as you think you can use. ‘Turn a friend on to 
the Dulcimer Players News -- it is our best kind of advertising! 

IF YOUR ADDRESS HAS CHANGED: Let us know as soon ssible!! If you have 
undergone a change of address you will probably not recieve your D.P.N. unless you _ 
have instructed your Post Office to forward Third Class Mail. Please inform us of 
any change of address so we can be sure to get your D.P.N. to you. It costs us 
money we can't afford to have the P.O, send them back to us, and besides we feel 
terrible having a stack of issues hanging around which people never recieve and vho 
we never hear from again. 

a 


Dulcimerrily, } 
PRL + nod 


D.P.N. Editors 


The Cover Story 


Our Cover for this issue features Jean Ritchie, a wonderful dulcimer player and 
person who is known to all dulcimer players as almost soley responsible for bringing 
the dulcimer back into the mainstream of American folk music and making it ¢ 

rument that it is today all over the world. 

Ritchie was born and raised in Viper, Kentucky in the heart of th 
an Mountains, and was the youngest of fourteen children born to Balis and 
Abigail Ritchie. According to local history, James Ritchie with five of his brothers 
came from Scotland in 1768, and a few years later, James pioneered with his family into 
the Appalachian wilderness and died near what is now the Carrs Fork of Troublesome 
Creek in Kentucky. His family stopped there, becoming one of the first to settle in 
that region. 

Walled in by the rugged Cumberland ridges, the Ritchies and their neighbors con- 
tinued to farm their hillsides, using primitive methods, and to entertain thems 
with play-party games, ballads and lonesome love plaints handed down through the 
generations from their Scottish, English and Irish ancestors. 


COVER STORY CONTINUED —————> 
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JEAN RITCHIE COVER STORY CONTINUED: 


Changing times have caught up with us in the mountains, but many folks still 
love to sing the old songs. When Jean was growing up, it wasn't the new "hillbilly" 
music or the catchy tin-pan alley songs that were the favorites. It was, "Barbry 
Ellen," "Over the River to Charlie," "Sourwood Mountain," or "Lord Randal.” People 
made up songs, too, news accounts of local events - hangings, elections, ground-hog 
hunts, elopements, fueds - all meaningful, each one a living part of the growth of 
a region, 

Jean was graduated from Viper High School, from Cumberland Junior College and 
from the University of Kentucky with highest honors and a Phi Beta Kappa Key, taking 
her bachelors degree in social work, Her first job in this field was with the Henry 
Street Settlement in New York City, where, with her mountain dulcimer which she had 
learned to play from her father, she taught her family songs and games to the children. 
Friends and Settlement visitors soon began inviting her to sing at parties and school 
classes, and Alan Lomax recorded her singing for the Library of Congress Folksong 
Archives, and introduced her at Oxford Press. Her first book, SINGING FAMILY OF THE 
CUMBERLANDS, reviewed as an American classic, was published in 1955. Many books have 
followed, and concerts, festival appearances, television, recording contracts and 
radio broadcasts have been natural outgrowths of her interest in her family msic, 
and have taken her to many countries around the world. She is widely consulted as a 
folklorist, and has often represented her country at international folklore confer- 
ences, at Expo in Canada, at the Olympics (Cultural) in Mexico and at the American 
Folklife Festival in Washington, D,C, She was one of seven original directors of the 
Newport Folk Festival, and is currently serving on the folklore panel of the National 
Endovment for the Arts. 

Jean has a new album out now which is sure to be of much interest to all of us 
dulcimer fans. "NONE BUT ONE", Jean Ritchie's first album for Sire Records, is her 
26th LP over the last 25 years. The album represents a major departure for Ms. 
Rifchie in that her previous releases featured Jean and her dulcimer plus perhaps 
a fiddle, acoustic bass, guitar or banjo. On NONE BUT ONE, Jean records, for the 
first time, with a pedal steel guitar (Eric Weissberg), electric bass (John Crowder), 
and drums (Richard Crooks and Howard Gordon). The album also features some fine 
vocal accompaniment by the likes of Janis Ian, Mary Travers and Oscar Brand. Jean 
algo departs from her role as a traditional folk singer on NONE BUT ONE with some 
original compositions that also deal with very contemporary situations. NONE BUT ONE 
is Jean Ritchie's first album in about six years and very special it is. For info 
on obtaining this new record contact: Sire Records, 8255 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90048. Special thanks to Sire for sending D.P.N, the cover photo and providing 
Some of the biographical mterial for the cover story. 


FEEDBACK I f 


A WOOD SOURCE 
Dear Mr. Mason & Ms. Madeline MacNe4] Mason: 

In order to provide our students and alumni with a source of materials to 
perpetuate their activities as builders, we began operation of the tonewood co- 
operative, known as The Woodbank. The Woodbank supplies raw materials, as well as 
plans and tool kits. By purchasing in bulk, the students recieve generous 
discounts in the purchase of matched tonewoods. 

By decision of the faculty and staff, the services of The Woodbank may be ex- 
tended to other quelified builders. 

Membership in The Woodbank will give you direct wholesale access to the finest 
imported and domestic tonewoods available, as well as a complete inventory of 
builders supplies. 

An information package explaining membership, purchasing procedures, and a 
complete list of bulk materials is available upon request. Direct correspondence 
to The Woodbank, c/o The Northeast School of Instrument Design, P.O. Box 30698, 


Seattle, Washington 96103 


Sincerely, Anthony J. Huvara, Director 


® 


Dear Editor: 

I have been receiving your publication for about a year now. I was very pleased 
with it until I read the Robert Rodriquez review of Frankie Armstrong's Bay record in 
Volume 3, Number 1, Winter 1977. 

Mr. Rodriquez erroneously credits Holly Tannen with the dulcimer backup on this 
album, Holly did a great deal of excellent backup work on Frankie's 1973 U.S. tour, 
and appears on a Living Folk record and on several folk festival records accompanying 
Frankie. I am indebted to Holly for teaching me a lot about the dulcimer, and about. 
British and American traditional music in general. However, if Mr. Rodriquez would 
care to consult the notes of the Bay record, he will find that Susie Rothfield is 
credited with the duléimer playing. (The same Susie Rothfield plays dulcimer on 
Frankie's second Topic record, "Songs and Ballads".) I suggest that he persue the 
notes of the records he chooses to review a little more carefully in the future, as 
I believe in giving credit where credit is due. Thank you, Susan Rothfield 

133 Lake Street 
(Bd. Note: Sorry for the error Susan - we too believe in S.F., Calif. 94118 
giving credit where it is due.) 


Dear Phil, 
Art Coats gave me your address. I was wondering if you could be so kind as to 
print the following in your magazine: "I am interested in corresponding with anyone 

involved in progressive, chordal style dulcimer." Yours truly, Wade Hampton Miller 
10 £. Ghth, Apt. 1-B 
Kansas City, MO 64111 


ORIGINAL DULCIMER PLAYERS CLUB, INC, "SUMMER FUN FEST" The 0.D.P.C. Summer meeting 
and Fun Fest.is scheduled for July 22, 23, & 24. It will take place at the 4-H and 
FFA Fair Grounds in Evart, Michigan. The Fair Grounds are on the west edge of town 
and Evert lies on highway U.S. 10. Camping at a small fee. Gene & Esther Cox write: 
"No amplified instruments allowed. No alcoholic beverages. All string instruments 
are welcome. Evening concert Saturday... jam sessions... dulcimers for sale ... and. 
all that sort of thing...” Yours for more music, Gene & Esther Cox 

Dulcimer Club 

Box 136 

Byron Center, Mich. 49315 


iS eases 
TAC fi SA enn 
Handorafted Folk Instrom oO LAKES 


Applehian Duleiners DULCIMERS 
Pesmrhindun omearacee 
Psalterios ote, Fem Toye, Nesde Cat a een see 
U6 Patriot Road, fewksbury Mass. 01876 = (617) I} Instruction Demonstrations papaey 


JAY'S NEW ALBUM Is out // 


The people who build fine hammered dulcimers offer 
you Jay Round's third hammered dulcimer album en- 
titled "ONE TIME FRIEND" TR5003. It includes some 
original songs along with some old time tunes. The 
cost is $5.50 postpaid. 
Albums and hammered dulcimers available thru: 

DONALD ROUND & BB RECORDS 

6470 - 8th AVE. 

GRANDVILLE, MICH. 49418 


C) 


A MAJOR HAMMERED DULCIMER GATHERING (MTN. DULCIMER TOO) 
Dear Phil, 


I am working vith other Hammered Dulcimer enthusiasts in this area on plans for 
a major Gathering (Cranberry Coffeehouse Hammered Dulcimer Gathering) which will 
take place July 30-31 in Binghamton, N.Y. at the Unitarian Church on Riverside Dr. 
near the outskirts of town. Scheduled activities will include Saturday afternoon 
workshops, a dinner, and an evening concert. On Sunday there will be jam sessions 


and possibly additional workshops. Probable on-site camping and the availability 
of meals will make possible a solid 24 hours of music and fellowship. 

D.P.N. readers who are interested in attending this event and wish to receive 
details should send me a self-addressed long envelope. We hope to find out roughly 
who will be attending enough head of time so that we can adequately arrange for 
meals, camping, and suitable workshops for all who come. 

A nominal fee will be charged to cover our expenses, with any surplus going to 
remumerate invited concert performers. 


ooking forward to hearing from D.P.N. readers. Sincerely, Benjamin Stone 
RD #1, Box 307 


(Ed. Note: Some neat plans are being formulated for this Montrose, PA 18801 
event and the D.P.N. Editors look forward to (717) 278-3384 
Joining in the fun. See you there!! 


'DULCIMER DAYS" 1: in historic Roscoe Village (held May 21 & 22 in Coshocton, 
Ohio) turned out as well as expected with nice weather and even nicer crowd of folks 


from all around the country gathered to enjoy and share a love of dulciners and their 
beautiful music. Contestants came from 10 different states and many other states 
were represented by those who attended but choose not to participate in the contests 
which are a featured event at Dulcimer Days. 

WINNERS of this year's Dulcimer Days Contests were: 

CHILDRENS COMPETITION: 1st Brenda Willey, Worthington, Ohio - 2nd Kimmy Shy, Shreve, 
Ohio - 3rd Holly Bailey, Pittsburg, Pa. WOMEN"S COMPETITION: lst Madeline MacNeil 
Mason, Front Royal, Virginia - 2nd Barbara Edwards, Ashland, Kentucky - 3rd Lori 
_Vibberts, Worthington, Ohio MEN"S COMPETITION: 1st Leo Kretzner, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio - 2nd Dana Vitberts, Worthington, Ohio - 3rd Arthur Nicholas, Navarre, Ohio 
COURTING DULCIMERS: 1st Arthur Nicholas & Andrea Mayle, Navarre, Ohio - 2nd Jay 
Leibovitz & Becky Herman, Hartville, Ohio - 3rd Dana & lori Vibberts, Worthington, 
Ohio VOCAL COMPETITION: 1st Dana Vibberts, Worthington, Ohio - 2nd David Taylor, 
Zanesville, Ohio - 3rd Madeline MacNeil Mason, Front Royal, Virginia. HAMMERED 
DUICIMER COMPETITION: 1st David Taylor, Zanesville, Ohio - 2nd Mark Davis, 
Columbus, Ohio - 3rd Bill Stevens, Granville, Ohio MIXED COMPETITION: 1st Leo 
Kretzner & Jay Leibovitz - 2nd (tie) Arthur and Margie Nichola: id Andrea Mayle, 
and Dana & Lori Vibberts. THE OPEN COMPETITION was won by Barbara Edwards of 
Ashland, Kentucky and she took home the Grand Prize Dulcimer which was hand-made by 
Jay Leibovitz and donated for the event by Boulder Junction Music Shop. 

This event keeps getting bigger and bigger every year and is a must event for 
all dulcimer lovers who can possibly make it. Get on the mailing list for next years 
info by writing to Pat Brown, Publicity Director, Roscoe Village Foundation, 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812. Everyone who attended this years event are certainly indebted 
to Pat, Patsy, and Dorothy for making everything run so smoothly and bringing lots 
of dulcimer people together in a spirit of good clean fun and sharing. 

Eighty-three names were signed up for competition in the various categories. 
The Judges for the events were: Phil Mason, Editor of the Dulcimer Players News; 
Professor William Shultz, Muskingum College; Anne Grimes, Granville, Ohio, folk 
entertainer and dulcimer collector/player; Charles Steinman, Violin maker; David Neff, 
entertainer; David Taylor, folk music authority; and Dan Madden, entertainer. 


THE 8TH ANNUAL FOLK FESTIVAL OF THE SMOKIES will be held September 15 - 17, 1977. 
This traditional music event is sponsored and promoted by Jean & lee Schilling at 
their home base, the Folk Life Center of the Smokies in Cosby, Tenn. It will 
feature traditional and old-time music as well as workshops and demonstrating 
craftsmen. For further information write: Folk Life Center of the Smokies, P.O. 
Box 8, Cosby, Tenn, 37722. This is a real good event 
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HERE AT LAST 


ttt THE RICHARD FARINA DULCIMER BOOK A eeeeanad 


TWENTY FOUR COMPOSITIONS BY RICHARD AND MIMI FARINA, 
ARRANGED FOR THE DULCIMER BY NEAL & SALLY HELIMAN, 
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BY JUDE GOODWIN. 


$4.95 each postpaid 40% or more discount on wholesale orders 
ORDER FROM: 
GOURD MUSIC - Attn. B. Fisher 
17 W. 60th St. /8th Floor 


New York, N.Y, 10023 


THE 6TH NATIONAL FIAT-PICKING CHAMPIONSHIP FOLK ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL will this 
year feature a National Hammered Dulcimer Contest as well as a National Mountain 
Dulcimer Contest which promises to draw players from all around the country. 
Various workshops on both instruments will also be a big part of this big weekend 
of dulcimer people gathered to learn and share with each other. The festival takes 
Place in Winfield, Kansas on September 16, 17, & 18, 1977. The D.P.N. Editors will 
be there for sure and look forward to visiting with lots of our readers!! See the 
WALNUT VALLEY AD elsewhere in this issue for full details of the festival. 

The National Mountain Dulcimer Contest will be held Saturday, Sept. 17, at 
5:00 p.m.. The first place finisher will be offered his or her choice of 1 of the 
3 prize Mountain Dulcimers crafted by Lynn McSpadden, Keith Young and Mark Blair. 
In addition, first place will be awarded a trophy and a check for the amount of 
$150.00. The second place winner will have the choice of the 2 remaining instru-" 
ments, trophy and check for $125.00. Third place will recieve the remaining in- 
strument, a trophy and a check for $100.00. Each instrument prize will have a 
hard shell case with it. Entry fee for the contest will be $10.00 and registration 
can be done prior to the festival by mail. : 

The National Hammered Dulcimer Contest will be held Sept. 18, Sunday, at 
12:30 p.m.. The winner of the contest will be given his or her choice of 1 of 3 
fine hammered dulcimers crafted by Phil Mason, Doug Ecker, and Dr. Harvey L, Prinz, 
plus a trophy and check for $150.00. Second place will have a choice of the two 
remaining instruments, a trophy and check for $125.00. Third place will recieve tne 
remaining instrument, a trophy and check for $100.00. blanks, contest 
rules or more information can be had by writil OC TATION, 

Box 245, Winfield, Kansas, 67156 (316) 
SEE YOU THERE READERS: 


FROM ROBERT RODRIQUEZ, NEW YORK CITY 


Dear Phil, Maddie, and D.P.N. Readershi 
Iwas quite fortunate to fave spent a 
when I was not ridi e underground or r 
other, I was activel asi 
scene. I also mnagei to hop arvund a bit, v 
Cornwall, and several local villages in the East 
special interest to D.P.N. readers i e fact 
luck to spend an entire evening with Roger 
the added good luck to see Jake Walton as r 
in person as he is on retords. We talked at great leng' 
he is an amateur on the dulcimer (if he is, 
like); he still s: that he will r rd any m 
future, but, and is good news for D.P. 1 
tracts of an anthology of the dulcimer album to be recorded for Bill Leader’ 
company, also to include Holly Tannen, a record which will be out in the Fall, hope- 
fully. 
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CONTINUED NEXT PA\ 
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FROM ROBERT RODRIQUEZ, NEW YORK CITY CONTINUED: 


The record will include Roger Nicholson, Holly Tannen, and several other dulcimer 
Players currently living over there. Roger of course is quite happy with the D.P.N. 
and the general interest of Americans in the plucked dulcimer, and he told me there 
is a great deal of interest not only in England, but also in continental Europe ac 
well. He was supposed to do an anthology record of dulcimer music in France, a pro- 
Ject which this new British anthology is in effect replacing. When I asked him if he 
was ever coming over to the States, he seemed somewhat interested, but could not 
obviously commit himself; frankly, he'd like to do it if monetary guarantees could be 
of the sort that would make his trip worthwhile, i.e., @ series of concert gigs around 
the country, but all these things are of course speculative right now. We were also 
treated, several friends included, to a mini-concert by Roger and Jake and the music 
was as wonderful live as on record. It was quite an evening, and as if meeting 
Roger Nicholson was not enough (I'd consider that enough in itself to make the whole 
trip worth itself), Iwas fortunate enough to run into Holly Tannen on my second day 
in London at a local pub in Hamsted Heath, where Martin Carthy was supposed to do a 
concert but had to cancel because of illness; Holly is fine and sends her best to all 
D.P.N. readers and everyone back home. Incidentally, I owe Holly Tannen an apology 
for saying it was she and not Susan Rothfield who plays dulcimer on Frankie Armstrong's 
Bay Record, "Out of Love, Hope and Suffering"; the mistake was purely unintentional 
and much thanks to Holly for correcting me on it, and to Susan Rothfield another 
apology for not mentioning her part properly on this great American disc from one of 
England's best revival singers. All told, it was quite a merry week in the land of 
Robin Hood, crumpets, and one of the cleanest transport systems I have ever ridden. 


NOTE: Speaking of Holly Tannen, I was pleased to see her article on the balled King 
Henry in the last issue of D.P.N. I happen to find this ballad particularly to my 
liking because of its obvious supernatural references. King Henry (Child Ballad #32), 
is itself one of a series of related stories whose central plot is the foul fiend, 
i.e. a woman from hell,transformed into damsel fair and young through her ability to 
make a young man obey her every whim and aspect of her will. This is a theme in tales 
as far apart in place of origin as Indonesia, the Mongol Steppes and Ireland; it can 
be found in the tales of Chaucer (the Wife of Bath's tale), and in British and Celtic 
Arthurian romance and prose tale settings. Included in these similar tales are the 
marriage of Sir Gwain and Dame Ragnel, (Child #31), and several other related stories 
from courtly and European romance cycles. I happen to prefer the Steel-Eye Span 
melody a bit more than most, save that the group's rendition of this tune is hampered 
by the excessive use of instruments which sort of get in the way of the story being 
spun out like a mosaic tapestry. I was actually under the impression that what is 
actually Martin Carthy's guitar was in fact a dulcimer, and I was happily informed of 
my error. I could not think of a nicer tune for Holly's students to practice on 
than this ancient ballad. Incidentally, the theory is that this ballad is of Danish 
origin and that the Henry referred to in it is Henry the First, who ruled England 
from 1100 to 1133 and who was the grandfather of Richard the Lionhearted and King 
John. Thanks to Holly Tannen for her valuable information on the song. To Phil 
and Maddie, continued success in publishing what is and has come to be one hell of 
@ publication. Signed, A Very Happy D,P.N. Supporter and Reader, 

Robert Rodriquez 


UILLEANN PIPING SEMINAR COMING UP 
Coming up this July 15, 16, & 17 is "The Ace & Deuce of Pipering" a complete 


seminar on the art of Irish uilleann piping led by Denis Brooks. Topics to be 
covered include: Closed and open fingering & their use in combination; all basic 
gracing; using and constructing ornaments; regulators; airs, marches & all forms of 
dance music will be explored; reed making; maintenance & minor repair. The Seminar 
will be help at Ames Lodge on the Mendocino coast - a secluded retreat set in ao 
sylvan glade, Limited enrollment by pre-registration only. Send inquiries to: Lark 
in the Morning, P.O. Box 1176, Mendocino, Calif. (phone (707) 965-5569 


@ \ 


GAPRIGAURUS 


PO Box 153 


Felton, California 95018 
Dear Phil, 


This note is to invite you and your readers to the 


"Third Annual Pacific Rim Kindred Gathering" to be held 
ugust ani ist, in the ruz mountains, in 
entral California. 

CapriTaurus is co-ordinating the event this year, and 
we expect many, many excellent dulcimer players to be there: 
including Bonnie Carol, Robert Force & Al d'Ossche, Neal 
Hellman, JoEllen Lapidus and others. 

There will be workshops, mini-concerts and much 
spontaneous tune swapping. The format will be very informal 
and friendly. 

We request that those planning to come contact us in 
advance with ideas, workshops or other dulcimania they'd like 
to share at the gathering. 

At this point we hope to avoid any admission charges and 
plan to have a caterer on hand. Details of exact location, 
lodging/camping facilities, food and other logistics will be 
available by writing to CapriTaurus. 

Hope to see you at the "Gathering", Phil, and keep up the 
good work! 


Sincerely yours, 
=a o 


Michael Rugg 


CAPRITAURUS 
P.O. Box 153 
FELTON, CA. 95018 


Hi Phil & Maddie! 

After having such a fine time in Coshocton and looking forward to Cosby, I 
thought I'd write and express my appreciation to both of you for your spreading of 
dulcimer music, information and enthusiasm. I went to Coshocton (3rd Annual "Dul- 
cimer Days" - Roscoe Village) a speed noter player, and came away an aspiring 
finger style player. I met some hot players, was exposed to Roger Nicholson's music, 
Irish jigs and reels and came away amazed at what can be done vith three ( and four 
or more ) strings. 

I would like to bring up a subject for discussion - the role that tradition 
plays in the dulcimer. There is a distinct bias that many people have against con- 
temporary/ avant-gard music played on the dulcimer. I would like to see more support 
for the growth and development of new and creative music and playing styles on the 
dulcimer. The potential for new and exciting sounds are just beginning. I am very 
much in favor of preserving traditional music, but feel that it should be balanced 
by Seeking newer horizons. 

Thanks again & keep up the good work. Fred Meyer 
P.S, I would like to hear from other 3915 N. New Jersey 

"new" dulcimerists. Indianapolis, IN 4 


FOR SALE BY LARK IN THE MORNING: UILLEANN, HIGHLAND, NORTH UMBRIAN AND OTHER BAG- 
PIPES. CONCERT FLUTES, CONCERTINAS, HAMMERED DULCIMERS, FLAGEOLETTES, BOOKS, IRISH 
HARPS, BODHRANS, AND MUCH MORE. CATALOG $1.00 


LARK IN THE MORNING 
PHONE (707) 964-5569 BOX 1176 
YOU NAME IT WE WILL HAVE IT !! Mendocino, Calif. 95460 


NEW_BOOKS 


RODGER HARRIS, a fine dulcimer builder from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, has just completed 
an excellent new book on dulcimer building entitled "NOTES ON DULCIMER BUILDING" that is 
surely going to be a must on every builders bookshelf of reference materials. The book 
is designed more for luthiers who are already somewhat into building dulcimers and wish 
to learn more about the pros and cons and other ideas that other builders have come up 
with. Many excellent dulcimer builders have shared information with Rodger which helps 
to make his little book quite comprehensive on the current state of the art, Rodger's 
little book-also is most encouraging for the experimentor who is never satisfied just 
building the same instrument over and over again. The book is 54 pages long and con- 
teins many many neat illustrations and photographs which are extremely complimentary 
to the text. For full ordering information write: Rodger Harris, 9607 Stratford, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73120. Phone (405) 755-0062. 


++++++ «MINI REVIEWS § ++++ 


INE _IZE will soon have a dylcimer instruction and song book available to dulcimer 
ner (long awaited by many fans of Lorraine's fine playing). It is entitled THE 
ELIZABETHAN SONGBOOK and is being published by Communications Press as part of their 
continuing “American Music Series". For ordering information contact: Communications 
Press, Inc., 1346 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C, 20036. Phone (202)785-0865. 


MARK AND CAROL BLAIR will have a second dulcimer book out sometime during July 1977 
ch is also part of the Communications Press "American Music Series". It is titled 

HYMNS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS - CHRISTMAS, EASTER, & THANKSGIVING. Ordering info for 

this book may also be obtained by writing to Communications Press (address above). 


NEW_RECORDS e+ Mr REVS +444 


JAY ROUND has just completed his third hammered dulcimer album entitled ONE TIME 

FRIEND, This album features more of that great dulcimer playing of Jay's and contains 
Many nice tunes such as St. Anne's Reel, Devil's Dream and a great medley, "Tribute to 
Chet Parker". Also featured are a couple of fine tunes written by Jay himself, including 
the album theme song "One Time Friend". For information on obtaining this fine album 
contact Jay at 6470 *th Ave., Grandville, Mich. 49418. Jay's family is also involved 

in the building of fine hammered dulcimers if any of you folks are interested in 
locating a good instrument at a reasonable price. 


A NEW DULCIMER ALBUM HAS BEEN PRODUCED IN FRANCE -- A very nice dulcimer album (complete 
with a book of tunes and tablatures) has appeared recently by a French dulcimer artist, 
Marc Robine, The album is by CEZAME (CEZ-1030) Records and is entitled "RUELLES". 

This 4s a very interesting album and shows in part the scope and depth of the the amazing 
French dulcimer players. It is a very popular instrument in France and there is al- 
ways a section devoted to dulcimer in the French folk magazine "L' ESCARGOT", Further 
information on ordering this album can be obtained from from the artist himself, Marc 
Robine, at: 1, avenue Pierre Grenier, 92100, Boulogne - Billancourt, France. 


BILL SPENCE will have a new album out on Front Hall Records sometime this coming 
August. It will be entitled "ZHE HAMMERED DULCIMER STRIKES AGAIN” and is sure to be 
as popular as his first two records featuring hammered dulcimer. It will be a must 
record for hammered dulcimer music collectors and fans to have for sure. The album 
will feature Bill Spence with George Wilson, Toby Fink and Tom McCreesh. Info on 
this album and other great Front Hall records & books can be obtained from Front Hall 
Records, R.D, 1, Wormer Rd., Voorheesville, N.Y. 12186 

Continued ——p 
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LORRAINE LEE will soon be recording a new dulcimer album for Troubadour Records 
(1346 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C, 20036), Watch the D.P.N. pages for 
news of the release of this long awaited album featuring dulcimer and lute duets and 
several songs taken from her book "THE ELIZABETHAN SONGBOOK", a book of mountain 
dulcimer arrangements in tablature and musical notation for many fine old Elizabethan 
lute tunes, ete. 


JEAN RITCHIE'S NEW ALBUM, "None But One", is her first in six years. Dulcimer players 
who have been nurtured and enriched by Ms. Ritchie's music will surely be pleased to 
find a new offering by this talanted and lovely lady - and new it is. People playing 
and singing with her on this album include Janis Ian, Mary Travers, Oscar Brand, Eric 
Weissberg, and Susan Reed, among many others. When you see the record be sure to 
read the story and comments on the back cover of the jacket...interesting and thought 
provoking. 

Further information on obtaining this record may be had from: Sire Records, 6255 
Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, Calif. 90048. 


PAUL CLAYTON: HIS DULCIMER WAS HIS ART 
A Review by Kevin Roth 


Sorrow can be an important development in an artists life. Artists in the past 
have been known for their inner struggles, the constant search for definitions and 
ansvers that are sometimes much too complex to sort out. The struggles for ones own 
reality in life can be alarming, progressive in nature, and beautiful. Wo true artist 
has created art without the ingredients of struggle, confusion, visions, joy, satis- 
faction, ego, and a love for what one is creating. 

The late Paul Clayton recorded this kind of sorrowful beauty in his own art form, 
the art of the dulcimer. His album "DULCIMER SONGS AND SOLOS” (Folkways FG 3571), was 
recorded in 1960 and was released in 1964, This four year delay in the release of the 
album prompted me to question Moses Asch, the President of Folkways Records. His reply 
was that Paul had gcne into the mountains and he had no way of contacting him for 
approval of its release. In the liner notes Clayton never mentioned the reason for 
its delay, but did mention "The delay in it's release is due to a number of things” 

Paul Clayton took his life on March 30, 1967, and his death brought out the 
tensions and artistic struggles the man had during the last few years of his life. 
Clayton was a folksinger of the sixties. He recorded for Folkways, Elektra, Riverside, 
Monument and a few other recording companies. He was becoming well known nationally 
and internationally, and soon became part of the folk circuit that showcased such per- 
formers as Bob Dylan, Judy Collins, Tom Paxton and others. There was a controversy 
in the early sixties over a song that Clayton collected on one of his field trips 
through the Appalachian Mountains. The tune to "Who'll Buy Your Chickens When I'm 
Gone" was supposedly used by Dylan as the melody to his hit, "Don't Think Twice It's 
Alright". Due to the fact that Dylan never gave credit to Clayton for the song, it is 
said that Dylan had Clayton tour with him in 1964 as compensation for its credit. 

Claytons background in dulcimer came first from hearing it played by Virgil 
Sturgill in Virginia. He bought a three string dulcimer from Jethro Amburgy which he 
Played for several years, Later he was presented with a new dulcimer by A.W. Jeffreys 
which he played thereafter. He was basically a self-taught musician but picked up 
hints from friends and other people that he would run into. In his liner notes he 
wrote: "I have tried to demonstrate the versatility of this instrunfnt and to show it 
as an instrument capable of a variety of moods and affects’. ... "It has been a good 
friend to me and has made its best music in the company of good friends. It is to them 
this album is dedicated." 

The beauty of "DULCIMER SONGS AND SOLOS" is the light and yet subconscience mood 
that runs throughout his deliveries of each song. The songs are mostly traditional and 
mostly sad. "Shady Grove", "Sad and Lonely" and several others are mixed in with some 
high energy tunes like "Old Joe Clark" and "John Henry", and many nicely done instrumen- 
tals which fill out the record and make it as pleasing as the man himself, The album is 
special if not only for its simplicity and honesty, but for its well executed perform- 
ance. Its beauty,sadness and evidence of a mans love for his instrument weave through- 
out the album, This collection is one that every dulcimer player should own... it is a 
diary of a mans love, a mans art. 

(NOTE: See D.P.N, Record List for availability of this record.) 


MINI REVIEW SECTION 


BISCUIT CITY RECORDS (1105 - 8 East 17th Ave., Denver, Colo. 80218) has just re- 
Teased an exciting new mountain dulcimer album entitled "PACIFIC RIM DULCIMER PROJECT" 
The artists featured on this album are: Neal Hellman, Michael Rugg, Robert Force, 
Albert 4'0ssch&, Bonnie Carol, and Michael Hubbert. Most, or at least several, of 
these artists names are certain to be recognized by every serious dulcimer fan and 
should leave you well aware of the quality of music anenormity of talent contained 
on this fine disc. The album features 19 songs and tunes of a wide and most interest- 
ing diversity. See the Biscuit City advertisement elsewhere in this issue for full 
particulars and ordering information on this fine album which we at the D.P.N. office 
are enjoying listening to so very much. 


FOLKWAYS RECORDS has just released a fine new Kevin Roth album (his 4th for Folkways) 
entitled "THE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER INSTRUMENTAL ALBUM". This album features many fine 
traditional pieces with Kevin's usual fine dulcimer playing right up front on most 
cuts. Also included on the album are a few cuts of more contemporary music, including 
Kevin's own piece "Duncan". The album includes extensive and very informtive notes 
along with some good reference material of much interest to dulcimer players and fans 
alike. See the full-page ad further along in this issue for full details and order- 
ing information on this fine album of well done dulcimer instrumental music. 
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N_RIVER DULCIMER KITS 
A D.P.N, DULCIMER KIT REVIEW 
As promised, we are slowly bringing to the D.P.N. pages some reviews of the 


various dulcimer kits available around the country. This issue will feature the 
dulcimer kit available from Green River Dulcimers of Elkhorn, Kentucky. 


To begin with, this dulcimer is pretty easy to put together because of the 
fact that the sides are already bent (hourglass shape) and the soundboard is glued 
onto them (soundholes are cut also - hearts), Another big plus with this kit is 
that the fretboard already has all the slots cut and ready to receive the fret 
wire. The head stock is also already pre-shaped and drilled to receive the grover 
friction pegs which come vith the instrument. After this instrument is together - 
an easy task with the great instruction sheet that comes with it - only a minimm 
of sanding and finishing is required. The kit I built was all made of walnut which 
was in solid pieces except for the top, sides, and bottom which was an interesting 
(and very tonaly pleasing) laminate consisting of solid layers of walnut which 
were thin, light, and very flexible. 

Simple tools found in most handy homes are sufficient to complete this kit. 
You will need, for example, a hammer, ruler, coping saw, masking tape, brads, glue, 
sandpaper, screw driver, rubber bands, file, steel wool, straight edge, etc. The 
kit is really easy to build and finishes up into a fine dulcimer which will give 
you many vears of fine service. For a brochure on the nice kits write: Green 
River Dulcimers, Elkhorn, Kentucky 42733 - phone (505) 465-3274 


Beautifully Simple Kit, Simply 
Beautiful Dulcimer 
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JEAN'S DULCIMER SHOP 
P.O. Box 8, Hwy. 32 
Cosby, Tenn. 37722 

Finished dulcimers and kits by several 
makers in stock. Other instruments, too. 
The widest selection of books, record 
albums, and. accessories on mountain 
and hammered dulcimers available any- 
where. We distribute to other dealers, 
too. 

Catalog: 35¢, refundable with order. 
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On August 15, 1975 approximately 100 people gathered on the 
Washington Coast to explore modes and dulcimerie. Your instrument was 
your admission to a weekend of yourself. This was the beginning of a 
concept for an annual kindred gathering that each year moved toa dif- 
ferent setting. The second was held at 8500 feet in the Northeast Colo: 
rado Rockies and the third will be held in Northern California. This is 
“The Pacific Rim Kindred Gathering’. The artists on this album have 
been and will be hosts to many gatherings to come 

There has never been a dulcimer album with the scope and intri- 
cacy of this project. Included are 19 songs; traditional Swedish, Irish, 
English, French-Canadian and American songs, a medieval parade, original 
tunes by the artists, and one all-out dulcimer rock song. If you are at 
all interested in dulcimer, you undoubtedly have spent time with at least 
one of the books written by these dulcimer masters, or even one of their 
dulcimers. Listening to “PACIFIC RIM DULCIMER PROJECT,” you 
will be inspired by the artistry of ROBERT FORCE and ALBERT 
d "OSSCHE, co-authors of “In Search of the Wild Dulcimer”; NEAL 
HELLMAN, author of “Life Is Like A Mountain Dulcimer”, “‘The Dul- 
cimer Songbook,” and “The Richard Farina Dulcimer Book’; MICHAEL 
RUGG, co-founder of “‘Capri-Taurus Dulcimers’; BONNIE CAROL, builder 
of some of the finest dulcimers in the Rockies; and MICHAEL HUBBERT, 
a dulcimer builder with skill on many different instruments. 

“PACIFIC RIM DULCIMER PROJECT” will certainly prove to be 
one of the most important albums in your collection of music. 

BISCUIT CITY RECORDS TO ORDER: Send $5.50 cash, 


1106 EAST 17th AVENUE check, or money order postage 
DENVER, COLORADO 80218 paid. 


Folkways Records is proud to present 


A TOTALLY FRESH AND INNOVATIVE 
APPROACH TO DULCIMER MUSIC 


THE MOUNTAIN DULOMER INSTRUMENTAL ALBUM 
With Kevin Roth on the Duicimer 


ae! 


Don’t Miss Kevin's Other Albums. 


Kevin Roth Sings & Plays Dulcimer #2367 
The Other Side of the Mountain #31045 
Somebody Give Me Direction #31050 


To order, please send a check or money order for $6.00 
to: Kevin Roth Productions 


Box 314 iB) 
Unionville, Pennsylvania 19375 
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Selected for presentation 

National Mountain Dulcimer 

Contest-- Sept 16-18,1977 
Winfield , Kansas 


Featuri ng: 


° Accurate fret pattern 
° Clear full tone 

® Selid wood construction 
° Aged Appalachian hardwoods 


Fine tuners 


Heirloom quality --Lifetine guarantee 
— 4100-185 write for details — 
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Complete Playing Instructions 
(Beginning to Advanced) 
20 Songs in Tablature 
50 Photos of Early Makers, 
Players and Dulcime: 
Dulcimer Folklore and History 
Information on ly 
Construction and Makers 
Repairing and Buying 
List of Dulcimer Wood Suppliers, 
> Construction Books, 
Dulcimer Makers 


} A 
Books & Records 


PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO YOUR BOOK ORDERS (35¢ for one book - 50¢ for two or more) 


The following pages represent a listing of just about every dulcimer book vhich 
is currently available. The record listings feature those records available to us 
which best reflect and feature mostly dulcimer music. We continually add to our 
record listings so please ask us about any record you might be trying to locate. 

If we don't have it we might be able to tell you where to get it. 


These materials are made available to our readers in a continuing effort to be 
of service and act as m resource for dulcimer players. Proceeds from book and record 
sales help to support the efforts of the Dulcimer Players lews. 


ALL MATERIALS LISTED ON THESE PAGES MAY BE ORDERED FROM: THE DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
BOOKLIST 

P.O. BOX 157 

FRONT ROYAL, VA. 22630 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER INSTRUCTION AND SONG BOOKS 

"SINGING WITH THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER" by Madeline MacNeil Mason. A second gener- 
ation dulcimer book from Communication Presses "American Music Serie: Contains a 
fine variety of songs from the British Isles and American traditions arranged in 
both a chording tablature form and regular music notation. Extensive notes on 
singing and playing the songs are included, as are countermelodies for many of 
the songs. Very fine book!! $3.95 each. 


"BEST LOVED HYMNS ARRANGED FOR THE DULCIMER” by Mark & Carol Blair. Another book 
from the “American Music Series”. The title is an apt description of this book 
which contains many fine hymns in both chording tablature and regular musical 
notation form in an easy to read and follow format. Notes on playing the hymns and 
other helpful information is included. $3.95 each. 


"THE DULCIMER BOOK" by Jean Ritchie. The classic book on the mountain dulcimer by 
one of its most important players. Contains many fine tunes. $3.95 each. 


"DULCIMER PEOPLE" by Jean Ritchie. Should be part of every serious dulcimer players 
book collection. Many references, playing tips, historical notes, tunes, and 
dulcimer building information. $4.95 each. 


"PLAYING LEAD DULCIMER" by Dr. Richard Wilkie. Great book for helping the beginning 
or intermediate player to get into the more advanced and interesting styles of chord- 
ing and melody playing combinations. Clear and detailed instructions. $4.50 each. 


"LIFE 18 LIKE A MOUNTAIN DULCIMER" by Neal Hellman & Sally Holden, This is a very 
excellent book with chording info, tunings, playing styles, and many really great tunes. 
There is also a little record included with this book which contains examples of all 

36 tunes given in tablature in the book. Great $4.95 each. 


"THE RICHARD FARINA DULCIMER BOOK" by Neal & Sally liellman, Contains words and playing 
tablature for for 2h instrumentals and ballads by Richard and Mimi Farifia, Complete 
with a discussion of the modes used in the book and even some autoharp arrangements. 
Great work and fine music! $4.95 each. 


“FOUR AND TWENTY" by Lynn McSpadden & Dorothy French. Contains much helpful playing 
information and instruction plus 24 great traditional tunes and ballads for dulcimer 
in both tablature and musical notation. $2.95 each. 


“BRETHREN WE HAVE MET" by McSpadden & French. Contains 30 traditional Hymns and 
Carols for dulcimer with tablature and music notation. Tunings and chord charts 
are also included. $2.95 each. 


"PLAY THE DULCIMER BY EAR AND OTHER BASY WAYS" by Len & Su MacEachron, This well 
Prepared little booklet is crammed with good information. Many tips and suggestions 
are included along with an easy to follow approach to playing theory. A very good 
section on tuning is also provided. $1.50 each. 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER BOOKLIST CONTINUED: 


"NONESUCH FOR DULCIMER ($3.00) and "MUSICKS DELITE ON DULCIMER" ($3.50) by Roger 
Wicholson. These two fine books of tablatures and instructions contain tunes based 
on two of Rodgers record albums done in his great fingerpicking style. Songs and 
tunes range from original to traditional and Elizabethian. Very worthwhile books!! 


"MOUNTAIN DULCIMER PLAYING TECHNIQUES: A STUDENT WORKBOOK" by Eileen Rains. A how 


and why workbook which takes familiar tunes to teach the basics and show how to 
adapt the dulcimer to our modern form of music. From the basics it moves along to 
how and why chords are formed, various modes are tuned, and how to identify a mode 
in modern music. Much more is also covered in this fine workbook. $2.95 each. 


"THE BEST DULCIMER METHOD YET" by Albert Gamse. Nice book to get started with. It 
contains 139 songs and lots of easy instructions on strumming, chord playing, picking 
and so forth. The song collection in simple tablature is worth the price alone. $3.95. 


"MERRILY STRUM: MOUNTAIN DULCIMER FOR CHILDREN" by Mary Catherine McSpadden. A very 
delightful book containing 23 favorite childrens songs with simple instructions for 
playing them on the mountain dulcimer. $2.50 each. 


"THE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER (How to Make & Play it)" by Howie Mitchell. This book 


contains everything from pertinent information on building your own instrument to 
soe help on the more progressive playing style of Howie's which helps to extend the 
musical possibilities of the dulcimer. $3.50 each. With accompanying record $8.95. 


"SIMMONS FAMILY SONGBOOK" by Tommy & Jean Simmons. Contains 33 fine folk songs and 
tunes with tablature and regular musical notation systems. FINE BOOK!! $2.95 each. 


"IN SEARCH OF THE WILD DULCIMER" by Bob Force & Albert d'Ossch®, Well illustrated 
book covering much interesting information on the more contemporary styles. Also 
covers much ground about modes and modal playing. Loaded with tips. $3.95 each. 

"THE APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN DULCIMER BOOK" by Paul Pyle. A great handbook on playing 
in the traditional style with lots of really good pointers to get you started. Mighty 
helpful tips and tunes are interspersed throughout. $2.95 each. 


"TUNING AND PLAYING THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER" by A.W, Jeffreys. A fine little book 
which serves as an excellent introduction to chords, counter-melody playing, tunings, 
and harmony playing, as well as info on noting and strumming. $3.00 each. 


"MOODS OF THE DULCIMER" by Virgil & Norman Hughes. 55 songs and tunes, tunings, many 
playing styles & methods described, plus section on special effects. Many excellent 
Photos of Mountain folks and scenes, and some fine dulcimer tunes are included in 
this very nice book. $4.50 each. 


“ALPANCIFUL HISTORY OF THE DULCIMER" by V.E, Hughes. A collection of folk tales about 
the dulcimer. Indeed fanciful in many cases. Interesting!! Only $1.00 each. 


"THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER BOOK" by Michael Murphy. Contains many interesting photos 
of old dulcimers, etc. published for the first time. Good playing info & instruction 
for beginner to more advanced. Lots of source and resource material. $4.95 each. 


"THE PLUCKED DULCIMER AND HOW TO PLAY IT"by John F. Putnam. An expanded and improved 
edition of the popular "The Plucked Dulcimer of the Southern Mountains". Illustrated 
instructions for learning to tune and play the dulcimer. Some well known folk tunes 
are included to provide practice in various modes and techniques. $1.50 each. 


"HOW TO PLAY THE DULCIMER" by Margaret Winters. History, care, and playing styles 
for mountain dulcimer. 28 songs with accompaniment. $2.00 each. 


BOOK & RECORD LIST CONTINUED ——® 
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MOUNTAIN DULCIMER CONSTRUCTION BOOKS ++++++ 


"CONSTRUCTING THE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER" by Dean Kimball. This hardbound book contains 
all the information the average woodworker will need to create and finish a mountain 
dulcimer in any of several shapes and sizes. Also has good tips on making some of 
your own tools for the job. A very good book on dulcimer building. $8.95 each. 


"TO BUILD A DULCIMER" by Paul Pyle. A best selling little booklet which is a mite 
small in size but crammed with interesting building info & photos. $4.00 each. 


"MAKING AN APPALACHIAN DULCIMER" by John Bailey. This book on dulcimer construction 
by an English author is very highly thought of and should be on every builders book 
shelf. Lots of good ideas and information. $3.50 each. 


“CONSTRUCTION OF A MOUNTAIN DULCIMER" by William M. Schmitt. 10 page plans sheet 
with detailed instructions and drawings to help you easily build your own dulcimer. 
Also includes helpful section on transposing music fro the dulcimer from regular 
sheet music. Only $1.75 each. 


HAMMER DULCIMER BOOKS -———— 


"HOW TO BUILD A ‘HAMMERED' DULCIMER" by Phillip Mason. This 28 page booklet gives 
detailed plans and instructions which will allow you to easily construct a high 
quality, rugged hammer dulcimer with a minimum of fancy tools, etc. Includes sources 
for wood, string, hardware, etc., etc. Only book available which takes you step-by~ 
step through the complete construction process of a hammer dulcimer. $3.50 each. 


"THE" HAMMERED DULCIMER INSTRUCTION BOOK" by Phillip Mason. Covers much information 
on tuning and playing the popular fifth interval type instrument. has over 20 tunes 
arranged in an easy tablature form as well as in regular music notation. History, 
bibliography, and discography of the hammer dulcimer are also features of this 
book, (48 pages) $3.95 each. 


"THE HAMMERED DULCIMER: HOW TO MAKE & PLAY IT" by Howie Mitchell. Not a How-To-Do- 
It manual in the strict sense. Relates many of Howies experiences and experiments in 
building several dozen instruments. Includes some helpful information to help you 
get started playing, and some helpful material for those who are planning to build 
their own instruments. $3.50 each. Accompanying record/book set $8.95. 


OTHER BOOKS OF INTEREST *~——— 


"AMERICAN FAVORITE BALLADS" by Pete Seeger. Fine collection of songs and ballads 
from one of America finest. folk music persons. $2.50 each. 


"SINGING FAMILY OF THE CUMBERLANDS" by Jean Ritchie. Another book by everyones 
favorite dulcimer lady, but not directed especially towards the dulcimer. Relates 
the first-hand account of of a traditional singing family and the songs they 
sing. Over 40 songs included. $3.95 each. 


"POLK SONGS OF THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS” by Jean Ritchie. Not a dulcimer book per 
se but contains 77 traditional songs with words, melody line, chords, and historical 
notes from the heart and memory of the singing Ritchie Family. $3.95 each. 


"BEST HARMONICA METHOD YET" by Albert Gamse. By the same author as "Best Dulcimer 
Method Yet™. Harmonica is a great instrument to play along with dulcimer. $3.95 each. 


"FOLK AND BLUES HARMONICA" by George Heaps-Nelson & Barbara Koehler. This is the 


best harmonica book I've seen and is loaded with great tunes and much fine instruction 
material for beginning or more advanced players. FINE BOOK!! $4.95 each. 


@ CONTINUED ——&> 


“FRAILING THE FIVE-STRING BANJO" by Eric Muller & Barbara Koehler. Best book I've 
seen on old-time banjo playing. Loaded with good tunes & instruction. $4.95 each. 


"CLAWHAMMER BANJO” by Miles Krassen, Yet another excellent book on old-time banjo 
Playing loaded with good tunes and instruction. Covers stuff on fretless banjo 
also. $4.95 each. 


"CORNSTALK FIDDLE AND OTHER HOMEMADE INSTRUMENTS" by Dallas Cline. An excellent and 
delightful book of detailed instruction on building many novelty instruments of the 
folk tradition. $2.95 each. 


FIDDLE BOOKS: 

APPALACHIAN FIDDIE” by Miles Krassen. Fine fiddle tunes included. $3.95 each. 

“AND OUT OF HIS KNAPSACK HE DREW A FINE FIDDLE" by John Timpany (English) $3.50 each. 
‘BLUEGRASS FIDDLE” by Gene Lowinger. $3.95 each. 


AUTOHARP BOOKS: 
FOLK STYLE AUTOHARP" by Harry Taussig. Fine work for this instrument. $3. each. 
THE AUTOHARP, COMPLETE METHOD AND MUSIC” by Alexander Shealy. EXCELLENT. $3.95 each. 


"THE BEST RECORDER METHOD YET" Albert Gamse. Book I - C-Soprano or C-Tenor $3. 
Book II- F-Alto, F-Soprano,F-Bass $3.95 


“ANTHOLOGY OF AMERICAN FOLK MUSIC" Moses Asch, Josh Dunson & Ethel Raim $3.95 each. 
"1 GUILD OF AMERICAN IUTHIERS MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY" A sourcebook of luthiers 


across the country who are members of the G.A.L., a5 well as many of their suppliers. 
Lists names, addresses, and other details of makers, repairmen, etc. $5.00 each. 


— Records 
AMMER DULCIMER RECORDS 


PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO ALL BOOK AND RECORD ORDERS ++++ THANKS: 


"TROUBADOUR" Dorothy Carter. Excellent new recording by a very popular musician 
who has @ very unique style. DELIGHTFUL SOUND!! $5.98 Each. 


“THE HAMMERED DULCIMER" Bill Spence with Fennig's All-Star String Band. Many folks we 
talk to call this their favorite hammer dulcimer album of all time. Has many great 
tunes and some mighty fine dulcimer playing. $6.95 each. 


"SATURDAY NIGHT IN THE PROVINCES" Bill Spence with Fennig's All-Star String Band. 
This second Spence album is equally as good as the first. A MUST!! $6.95 each. 


"TRAPEZOID" Sam Rizzetta, Pete Vigour, Paul Reisler, Paul Yeaton. A combo of four 
hammer dulcimers (plus other instruments) in the hands of fine players combine to 
Produce @ unique sound that will have you tapping your toes right away. $6.95 each. 


“BANISH MISFORTUNE” Malcolm Dalglish & Grey Larson. A superb album of hammer dulcimer 
wusic that belongs in everyone's collection. Lots of Irish tunes and absolutely the 
most interesting cover I've ever seen on any record album. $6.98 each. 


"MORE PATH RENT" Doug Ecker, Joyce Desmarais, Rick & Lorraine Lee & Bob McQuillen. 
Another new album featuring hammer dulcimer by Doug Ecker, a popular Boston, Mass. 
street musician. Duets, solos, and ensemble work by fine musicians. $6.50 each. 


"GREEN ROCKY ROAD" Guy Carawan & Friends. Anyone familiar with Guys hammer dulcimer 
Playing will want to have this one. Many fine tunes & songs. GREA' $6.98 each. 


CONTINUED ——p 
& 


HAMMER DULCIMER RECORDS CONTINUED: 


"THE HAMMERED DULCIMER ALBUM" Jay Round & Friends. A very popular record by a very 
fine Michigan player who is deeply involved vith the dulcimer. $6.95 each. 


"COLUMBUS STOCKADE BLUES" Jay Round & The Williams Family. Jay's second album 
features many fine tunes along with some excellent musicians and Jay's usual fine 
playing. $6.95 each. Jay will soon have a third album out - write us about its 
availibility. 


"A SAMPLER OF FOLK MUSIC” Mitzie Collins. This fine album features both hammer and 
mountain dulcimer on most cuts. It comes with a fine booklet with music and words to 
all the songs and tunes plus mich other information. GREAT ALBUM!! $6.98 each. 


“WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY" John McCutcheon. A fine album by a great hammer 
dulcimer player that belongs in everyones collection. $6.98 each. 


PLEASE ADD stage and pac! costs for one record ~ for two or more. 
ERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER RECORDS «————~ 


"DULCIMER, OLD TIME AND TRADITIONAL MUSIC" Ralph Lee Smith & Mary Louise Hollovell. 
Excellent record which includes an informative booklet about the tunes and how to 
play them, plus lots of other good information. FINE WORK!! $6.95 each. 


"DULCIMER, MORE OLD TIME AND TRADITIONAL MUSIC" Ralph Lee Smith. A follow-up to the 
above record which also contains a very nice little booklet with the album. These 
two albums are most worthwhile for players or just plain listeners. $6.95 each. 


"OLD TRADITIONS” Jean Schilling. A fine album featuring traditional Southern 
Appalachian music played on dulcimer in Jean's unique & lovely style $5.98 each. 


"PORCHES OF THE POOR" Jean & Lee Schilling. Excellent album by these folks who live 
in the Great Smokies. Features many of Jean's own compositions. $5.98 each. 


"THE RUSSELL FAMILY" Roscoe, Roy & Bonnie. Old time music featuring dulcimer played in 
the Galax style. Loaded with good old fiddle tunes and toe tappers. $6.50 each. 


"APPALACHIAN ECHOES” George & Mary Williamson. Old-time music with mountain dulcimer 
featuring solos and duets. Nice tune selection. $4.98 each. 


"STONE COUNTY DULCIMER” The Simmons Family. Contains 16 old-time tunes and ballads 
plus notes on tunings, etc. Fine musicians from the Ozarks. $6.50 each. 


"WANDERING THROUGH THE RACKENSACK"The Simmons Family. More mighty fine work by this 
most musical family, Lots of neat tunes on this one. $6.50 each. 


“HOWIE MITCHELL" Most dulcimer people are familiar with the excellent playing of this 
man who has done so much to further the cause of dulcimers. GREAT!! $6.98 each. 


"THE OLD SONGS" Margaret MacArthur. Fine album featuring great dulcimer and harp 
playing by this wonderful lady. Many fine tunes and songs. $6.98 each. 


“ON THE MOUNTAINS HIGH" Margaret MacArthur & Family, of Marlboro Vermont. A very 
fine record featuring some of Margaret's fine dulcimer playing on many cuts. $6.50. 


"LIVING IN THE TREES" Rick & Lorraine lee. lorraine Plays dulcimer on most cuts 
and the sound these folks produce must be heard to be believed. GREA' $6.98 each 


"EDNA RITCHIE OF VIPER, KENTUCKY" Fine Dulcimer playing. $6.50 each. 
"RED WING" I.D. Stamper, Letcher County Dulcimer player (Release Imminent) $6. 
"GREENSLEEVES: A CLASSICAL DULCIMER RECITAL" Robert Brick. Classical dulcimer $6.50 


@ 
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RECORDS WHICH INCLUDE SOME MOUNTAIN OR HAMMERED DULCIMER MUSIC 
"FOLK FESTIVAL OF THE SMOKIES, VOLUME I” (Traditional Records) $5.96 each. 


"FOLK FESTIVAL OF THE SMOKIES, VOLUME II" (Traditional Records) $5.98 each. 


"SITTING ON TOP OF THE WORLD" Guy & Candie Carawan $6.50 each. 

"GOLDEN RING" (Folk-Legacy Records) $6.98 each. 

"THE NEW GOIDEN RING, FIVE DAYS" SINGING, VOL, I" (Folk-Legacy Records) $6.98 each. 
"THE NEW GOIDEN RING, FIVE DAYS' SINGING, VOL, II" (Folk-Legacy Records) $6.98 each. 


"ED TRICKETT, THE TELLING TAKES ME HOME” (hammer dulcimer cuts) $6.98 each. 


"SARA GREY, WITH ED TRICKETT"” (Folk-Legacy -- Hammer dulcimer cuts) $6.98 each 


NEW ADDITIONS TO THE BOOK & RECORD LISTINGS 


"THE HAMMERED DULCIMER" by Chet Parker. Chet Parker was one of those few lovers of 
the hammer dulcimer who helped to keep the tradition alive during the years when it 
was in real danger of dying out. This fine album is all of unaccompanied dulcimer 
playing & includes very informative notes & booklet. (Folkways) $6.95 each. 


"DULCIMER SONGS AND SOLOS" Paul Clayton. A fine recording by @ fine Mountain dulcimer 
player featuring lots of different styles. Includes a nice booklet with words to the 
songs, ete. (See review in this issue.) $6.95 each. 


"APPALACHIAN DULCIMER MUSIC" Edsel Martin. A fine mountain dulcimer album which is 
all dulcimer music except for two cuts on fretless banjo. Neat tunes!! $5.95 each. 


"AN ELIZABETHAN SONGBOOK" by Lorraine Lee. This new book is due out sometime in 
August 1977. Will contain some great arrangements and instruction for Appalachian 
dulcimer by an very accomplished artist. $3.95 each. (will send when available) 


"HYMNS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS - CHRISTMAS, EASTER, & THANKSGIVING” by Mark & Carol 
Blair. This second book by the Blair's will be available sometime in late Summer 
of 1977. Should be as great as their first Hymn book. $3.95 ea. (ship when available) 


"PACIFIC RIM DULCIMER PROJECT" Neal Hellman, Bonnie Carol, Michael Rugg, Robert Force, 
Albert d*Ossch@, and Michael Hubbert. Dulcimer people will surely recognize one or 
more of the artists on this great new Mountain dulcimer record by Biscuit City 
Records. Features 19 songs & tunes of a wide diversity. GREAT & NEW STUFF! $5.95. 


NEW MOUNTAIN DULCIMER BUILDING BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 


"NOTES ON DULCIMER BUILDING" by Rodger Harris. An excellent new little book on the 
building of plucked dulcimers. Those already into dulcimer building will especially 
want to have this book for its wealth of newer ideas and excellent resource lists. 
A MUST BOOK FOR BUILDERS!! $5.00 each. 


ALL BOOKS & RECORDS LISTED ON THESE PAGES MAY BE ORDERED FROM: 
THE DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
BOOKLIST 
P.O. BOX 157 
FRONT ROYAL, VA 22630 
As sometimes happens when stocking as many titles as we do here at D.P.N. we might 
occasionally run out of stock on a particular item for a week or so until our new 
stock orders reach us. In such case you will notified immediately by return mail 
of any delay so that you will know your order has received attention and will be 
on the way to you shortly, We can't be responsible for delays in the mils - they 
do happen with some regularity it seems so treat it as a way of life. 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF D.P.N, @ 


MODE DETERMINATION CHARTS, ETC. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: We have been fortunate enough to obtain two contributions to this 
issue dealing with mode determination, etc. by use of a couple of 
handy charts. Both contributions are different enough to warrant 
printing both. Woody Padgett's notes and chart are on this and the 
following page. The second chart was sent in by James Dugan. 


Dear Phil, 


In connection with teaching some elementary music theory to an intermediate 
dulcimer class, I have discovered that many well-known bookscontaining tunes 
for dulcimers in conventional musical notation contain errors of either key 
signature or mode, although the tablature is usually okay. In fact, in one 
of the most recently published dulcimer books, the key signature of every 
tune not in the Ionian mode is in error, as anyone trying to play by the music 
instead of the tablature would quickly discover. Every author occasionally 
gets into trouble when he or she leaves the "white keys" and attempts to 
pitch modal tunes into keys containing sharps or flats. The typical dulcimer 
player also runs into difficulty in trying to determine the mode of a tune 

in a source not written for dulcimer, such as a hymnal, unless it is clearly 
in the Ionian major or Aeolian minor mode. 


I have prepared a "Mode Finder" table by which the mode of any tune written 
in conventional music notation can be determined instantly. For authors 
scoring music of known modes, the proper key signature for any given key or 


pitch can also be found just as easily. Users of the table will also discover 
other revelations between key, key signature, and mode. While the table works 
for any tune in which the key can be determined, the secret that makes it 

so easy to use is the fact that nearly every tune ever written ends on its 

key note. I have found one or two exceptions, but their keys become obvious 
upon playing the melody on a piano as written. Use of the table is self- 
explanatory. 


There is another interesting consideration. Some tunes can be played in more 
than one mode because the note which is different between modes is not con- 
tained in the tune. For example, “John Hardy" can be played in either Ionian 
or Mixolydian, because the seventh, which differs between the modes, is never 
played in the tune. Similarly, some tunes can be played in either Aeolian or 
Dorian (e. "Shady Grove" which is even okay in Mixolydian), again because 
the notes differentiating the modes do not appear in the tunes. Sometimes, 

the “wrong” mode sounds better than the “right” one because of more interesting 
harmonic relationships. 


Because of the widespread errors which use of this table can avoid in the future, 
I have taken the trouble to copyright it. I have also developed several other 
versions of this chart in more technical, theoretical form, which offer inter- 
esting insight into modal/key relationships, if anyone is interested, but this 
one is easiest to use. I would appreciate it if you would make it available 

to your readers through DPN, and I invite any related comments from them which 
might be of interest to others. I will also furnish a good 8% "X11" copy to 
anyone for 25¢ to cover my printing and postage costs. 


Ww + 
Elwood P, Padgett, Jr. 
6407 Wainfleet Court 


Springfield, Virginia 22152 
May 9, 1977 
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MODE FINDER 


KEY SIGNATURE 
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HOW TO USE THE TABLE: The last note in any tune is [almost] invariably the key note. If there are no accidental 
sharps or flats in the tune, its scale is diatonic orresponds to one of the seven modes. er the table on 
the key note line (disregard any key note sharp or flat, e.g-, enter E for Eb; the table corrects for this simpl! 
{ieation] and in the key signature column [number of sharps or flats]. Read the mode at the line and colum inte! 
section [A = Aeolian, Lo = Locrian, I = Ionian, D = Dorian, P = Phrygian, Ly = Lydian, M= Mixolydian). The 

or flat following sone modes simply indicates that the key note is in fact either the sharp or the flat Le. 
tering key note E for Eb and key signature 4D indicates the Mixolydian mode in the key of Eb since E is flatted in 


the key signature]. 
© kivood P. Padgett, Je. 1977 


Ly(b) ly 


NOTE: This 4s the MODE PINDER chart which goes with Wooly Pudgett's article 


on the previous page. 


. News came highly recommended - from Jean Ritchie. included 


your address, but didn't give information about subscription rate 


sent a copy of a table for Mode Determination that I'd devised in hopes 

she could pass it on to you. 

i a version of my table below. If you list the "white keys” down 
column and carry the chromatic half tones horizontally, you will 
nly gives the Mode, but the key signature and notes in each 
tart playing with it, other things such as tonic, s 

appear. By adding the dulcimers fretted positions for 
the positions for the rest of the notes can be readily 


determined. 


table, find the key (either by name on the Ionian horizon- 
harps and flats at the top of the table), then find the 
same column), then read across to the Mode name. 


To begin using t 
tal line or by numb 


is if the music is not written 
d no B's at all the writer 
nF, you might try to play it in 


Lydian ins f Ionian, It won't tal g to figure something's wr As long 
as you real music might r the sharps and flats, you'll be able 
to work it out! 
I hope you'll feel this is worth ng 
incerely, 


blick Drive 
» NC 27801 


DUGAN'S MODE DETERMINATION 
KEY SIGNATURE 
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ENDING TONE SUB- DOMINANT 


@A> PLAYING LEAD DULCIMER Cua 
by Richard W. Wilkie 
PRINTING -- A SERIOUS WORK +++++ FOR BEGINNER OR ADVANCED 
CHORDS TO FANCY MELODY WORK +++++++ 185 FRET BOARD DIAGRAMS P 
TEXT, 43 PAGES ++++ $4.50 (DISCOUNT TO DEALERS) FROM: T 


192 MT, HOPE DRIVE, ALBANY, NEW YORK 12202 


6th National Flat-Picking Championship 
Folk Arts & Crafts Festival 


3 BIG DAYS AND NIGHTS — SEPTEMBER 16, 17, 18, 1977 
WINFIELD, KANSAS FAIRGROUNDS 


see and hear in concert. . . 
NORMAN BLAKE 
HICKORY WIND 
BRYAN BOWERS 
NEW GRASS REVIVAL 
DAN CRARY 
NEW LOST CITY RAMBLERS 
JIMMY DRIFTWOOD 
CATHY BARTON 
HENRY THE FIDDLER 
EVERYBODY & HIS BROTHER 
COUNTRY MILE 
BLUEGRASS COUNTRY 
ADKINS & MAYER 
PHIL MASON 
DON LANGE 
MADLINE MACNEIL MASON 
RICHARD MASON 
CITY LIMITS BLUEGRASS BAND 
UPTOWN BLUEGRASS 
COPELAND KIDS 
DUDLEY AND DEANIE MURPHY 
COUNTY LINE 


CONTESTS: 
National Flat-Picking Champlonship 
National Mountain Dulcimer Contest 
National Hammered Dulcimer Contest 
Wainut Valley Fiddle Championship 
Walnut Valley Mandolin Championship 
Wainut Valley Banjo Championship 


WORKSHOPS: 

Autoharp 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Mountain Dulcimer 
Guitar 
Seem ee eee ee eee 


F TICKETS 
i 
1 
! 


Fiddle 

Banjo 

Mandolin 

Old Time Country Music 


$6.00 per Day $15.00 per Weekend 


(children under age 12 free) 
LIMITED TICKET SALES 
Advance tickets Insure admission 


(NO REFUNDS) 


nc oe oe ll 
For more info, call or write: 
THE WALNUT VALLEY ASSOC. INC. 
Box 245 
Winfield, Kansas 67156 
(316-221-3250) 


minimum offered in Contest Prizes, 
Cash, and Trophies Including Custom 


Crafted Instruments by these fine Craftsmen: 


* S. L. Mossman Golden Era Guitar w/case 
Martin D-76 Limited Production Guitar w/case 
S. L. Mossman Great Plains Guitar w/case 
Gibson R 8-250 Banjo w/case 

Unicorn Special Model Mandolin w/case 
Hammered Dulcimer by Phil Mason 
Hammered Dulcimer by Dr. Harvey Prinz 
Hammered Dulcimer by Doug Ecker 
Mountain Dulcimer by Lynn MeSpadden 
Mountain Dulcimer by Keith Young 
Mountain Dulcimer by Mark Blair 


Sound System 


by 
Superior Sound 
Wichita, Kansas 
Howdy, 

Come and share in a unique musical community 
designed to be entertaining and educational for the 
entire family. Dogs, drugs, motorcycles and alcohol 
are not permitted on grounds. Offenders will be re- 
moved from the festival site. Features include: beau- 
tiful, all-weather facilities, concerts, contests, work- 
shops, Arts & Crafts Fair, concessions, free camping 
‘on grounds (with ticket), 3 stages offering over 100 
hours of music, open stage time for anyone wishing 
to perform, well policed grounds, hot lick pickers, 
string bands, old time country, folk, bluegrass and 
other forms of acoustic music, pius lots of shade tree 
pickin’. A Mountain Dulcimer, made by “Cripple 
Creek Duicimers"’, will be given to some lucky indi- 
vidual at the festival. 

There will be limited ticket sales. Order now so 
you won't miss this unique musical experience! 

You have read about this festival, heard it on Folk 
Festival U.S.A., and possibly seen it on TV. There 
are more than 500 festivals scheduled across the 
nation this year, but only one “National Flat-Picking 
Championship’! DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 
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2. Ever blooming are the joys of Heaven's high paradise, 
Cold age deafs not there our ears, nor vapor dims our eyes; 
Glory there the sun outshines, whose beams the blessed only see: 
© come quickly, 0 come quickly, 0 come quickly glorious Lord, 
And raise my spirit to thee. 


‘THE TABLATURE 


The three lines of the tablature represent the three strings of the dulcimer. (The 
bottom line is the melody string). If your dulcimer has added strings doubling one 

or more of the three basic strings, the tablature still works! The numbers on the 
lines represent the frets. Three numbers stacked up represent a three-stringed chord. 
One number means that string is picked while at the appropriate fret. A zero means the 
string 1s picked but not fretted. 


‘The tablature indicates the rhythm as follows: 


hal note Que oy ignth, C 
‘- ort es 2 Quarte: 
oe —- =e 1s 


The tempo is moderately fast. Use the fingers of your right hand instead of a pick. 
(Thumb on the melody string, index finger on the middle string and middle finger on 
the bass string). Follow the repeat signs. The first time you come to jf go back 


PLAYING THE SONG 


to the beginning and play and sing the line "Never tired pilgrim limbs...". The last 
two lines between fiz and: are repeated. 
ABOUT THE SONG 


Musical life in England reached a high peak in the Elizabethan era, Excellent 
composers wrote misic for the skilled musician and amateur alike. The ayre was 
very popular in Elizabethan England and was usually performed by @ solo voice with 
lute accompaniment. "Never Weather-Beaten Sail" is from the FIRST BOOK OF AYRES 
dated 1613. 


A musical education for everyone was stressed in Elizsbethan England. In 1597 Thomas 
Morley, an Elizabethan composer and theorist, wrote PLAINE AND EASIE INTRODUCTION 70 
PRACTICAL MUSICKE for the musical novice. Following is his description of how a young 
man came to study msic. 


"...supper being ended, and the Musicke bookes, according to the custome being brought 

to the table: the mistresse of the house presented mee with a part, earnestly requesting 
mee to sing. But when, after many excuses, I protested unfainedly that I could not: 

everie one began to wonder, Yea, some whispered to others, demanding how I was brought up.” 


~ Tablature & Text by Madeline MacNeil Mason 


1977. FESTIVAL CALENDAR 


*#** The National Council for the Traditional Arts, Inc. (formerly the National 
Folk Festival Association) is again issuing their Calendar of Festivals booklet 
which is a mighty handy guide to what's happening where, and when. The 1977 
Calendar is $3.25 and it can be ordered from: National Countil for the Traditional 
Arts, Inc., 1346 Connecticut Ave. N.W., Room 1118, Washington, D.C, 20036. This 
guide book is a must for festival goers. 

N.C.T.A, also publishes TRADITION, a publication devoted to the dissemination, 
preservation and encouragement of traditional folk artistry; and it is particularly 
interested in the carriers of folk traditions. Write the NCTA for a membership 
application - it's well worth it, and besides, they need your support! He 
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"Planxty Irvin” is a lovel 
for one of his patrons, Col. 
but" is slower than a jig. I 
like the timing and expression 


composed by the 18th century Irish har, O'Carolan, 
Irwin of County Sligo. It was written in 6/8 time, 
heard it played like a fast, lilting waltz - much 


I live in the New York City area and have not found many other mountain dulcimer players 
to jam with, or sessions of old-timey, bluegrass or folk music to participate in. How- 
ever, N.Y.C. does have a wealth of fine musicians who specialize in traditional Irish 
instrumental music. I've been able to play at their sessions and learn techniques that 
are very good on the dulcimer. instrument's harmonies enhance slow airs and its 
drones on a fast fiddle tune are like the sounds of the uillean pipes. 


I would like very mch to hear from other D.P.N. readers who play jigs, reels and 
other Irish tunes - to compare notes on the problems and joys of adapting this kind of 
music to our instrument. LOIS HORNBOSTEL 251 Central Ave. Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. O7604 
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The monthly publication devoted 


to traditional music and dancing , ° 
MAGIC MOUNTAIN 
folkart —_folkerafis 
folltale folklore DULCIMERS 
At your Dealer or write 
for $5.00 per year J.C. SHELLNUTT & COMPANY 


Wa Bring: sou fitted anid concert 1, en 21h as am, co ped 
information , record and book reviews 
and glimpses of the FOLK LIFE 
in rural America. 
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NOTES ON A PERSONAL COLLECTION OF DULCIMERS AND DULCIMER-TYPE INSTRUMENTS 
eee 


by Mitzie Collins, Rochester, N.Y. 


When I first heard a hammered dulcimer, played by Howie Mitchell at the Fox 
Hollow Folk Festival during the summer of 1968, I was seized with an overwhelming 
impulse to own and play such an instrument. I really had no other plan than to be 
able to make that kind of happy and compelling music. Some years later, I find I 
not only make music on the hammered dulcimer, but I also have been stricken by the 
"disease" of collecting dulcimers and related instruments for no other reason than 
sheer fascination. 

My first hammered dulcimer was purchased in the summer of 1970 from Dennis Dorogi 
of Brocton, New York. He had just made a mountain dulcimer for me, and when I asked him 
if he would build me a hemmered dulcimer, he agreed saying he had restored and repaired 
several for historical homes and societies, but hadn't yet actually made one from 
scratch. I became the proud posessor of Dorogi Hammered Dulcimer #1. Dorogi modeled 
the instrument after an old dulcimer he had bought in a local antique and junk shop. 
Even though Chautauqua County, where Brocton is located, was the home of several nine- 
teenth century dulcimer builders, Dorogi believes this dulcimer was from Western Mich- 
igan and dates from the last half of the nineteenth century. My dulcimer has twelve 
treble courses of four strings each, and eleven bass courses of two strings each. This 
instrument has a particularly brilliant sound, due in part to the fact that it is not 
braced internally as heavily as many dulcimers, or, as Dennis has told me, as the later 
ones he has built. I have never found the twelve bass strings to be very useful; this 
may have something to do with my playing style and the guage of the wire. This dulcimer 
has maple pin blocks, walnut sides, and a spruce sound board. The rosettes in the 
round sound holes are very intricate and are copies of those of the older instrument. 
Trapezoid in shape, the dulcimer has a bottom length of 107cm, a top length of 53 cm, 

a width of 39 cm, and a depth of 8 cm. I tune it like this: 


or F# 


or C# 


eoRomhorsoum 
CMAs wAoM IAD 
>waumMarnas 


Treble _ Bass 


Most dulcimer players tune their lowest notes to C# and G#. I don't, because I 
enjoy having the high A and E available. I can play with ease in the keys of D, G, 
and C major and e, a, and b minor. That I cannot play in the key of A is very 
annoying when I am playing with fiddlers. The hammers I most enjoy using are made of 
bent willow and are purchased from Ralph Campbell of Mannington, West Virginia, I fir 
saw them used by Russell Fluharty and I find they give a very clear sound and are eas 
to handle (For this dulcimer see picture #1. 


The second dulcimer I acquired is actually called a psaltery. It was made by 
Michael Autorino of Montgomery, New York, and is a copy of the antique nineteenth- 
century psaltery owned by the late Bob Beers. There are fourteen courses of three 
strings that cross the three treble bridges, and eleven courses of two strings eac} 
which cross the two bass bridges. The treble course is tuned chromatically and the 
bass course is tuned more or less diatonically. This is the tuning scheme: 
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The low A bass note was added by Bob to his instrument to enhance playing in the key 
of D. While the chromatic treble courses theoretically makes it possible to play in 

any key, in reality it is possible to play in the keys of D, A, and E major and a, e, 
d, and b minor because of the bass notes easily available. This psaltery is a very 
large instrument. The oblong top is 114 cm in length, 49 cm in width, and 18 cm in 
depth. With legs it stands 60 cm tall. The sound board of the psaltery is curved, and 
the lid is hinged at the back and folds in the middle to rest on two brackets when it is 
opened. It has a removable wooden insert designed to hide the tuning and hitch-pins 
The tuning pegs are the size of those on a piano. Some bracing inside the psaltery 
metal, and the legs unscrew, making it possible to transport the instrument more easil 
While Bob Beers called this a “psaltery”, I have seen two very similar instruments - 
-at the Bennington Museum in Bennington, Vermont and one at the Musical Museum at Dea 
boro, New York - both of which were made at the Durand Company in Boston and which are 
labeled "dulcimers”. Could Bob Beers' original instrument have been hammered instead 
of plucked? Could it have been the giant parlor size of the popular hammered dulcimer? 
As a plucked instrument, my psal has a deep ringing sound, with the higher notes 
“having much less ring than the lower ones. When it is hammered my particular instru- 
ment sounds hollow and echoes, perhaps due to the sound board's being curved rather 
than straight. While I can achieve many ethereal effects on the psaltery, I find it 
very inconvenient to transport and not nearly as rewarding or versatile as my hammered 
dulcimer. (See picture #2) 


In 1973 I acquired my third dulcimer at an antique show in Lima, New York. It has 
no date or maker's name, but it looks like it was made in the mid- to late - nineteenth 
ntury. It is an oblong box with attached lid, 97 em long, 36 cm wide, and 18 cm deep, 
trings are arranged in a trapezoid shape in the box. It has eleven treble courses 
of four strings each and six bass courses of two strings each. The tuning pegs are 
larger than those of a modern dulcimer; the hitch pins are wood screws. It came with 
two little hammers having metal handles and wooden ends covered with leather; I have 
no idea of whether they are the originals. There are painted designs around the two 
ound holes which remind me of designs I have seen on dulcimers mide in Chautauqua 
County. The sound holes are covered with a thin blue fabric. The veneer of the 
cabinet seems to be mahogany and the detail and woodworking on the instrument are very 
fine. The inside is made of curley maple. I have the feeling it was made by a cabinet 
maker who decided to make a dulcimer in his spare time. The antique tealer had al 
no information on the instrument, so its history is left to conjecture ere are ve 
old pieces of paper glued under the strings with the pitches written a 
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HAMMERED DULCIMER COLLECTION CONTINUED: 


At this point the instrument has not been rest 
its real sound cannot be judged until it is restor 


and the tuning pegs are loose; 
‘See picture #3) 


The fourth dulcimer I bought is really a dulcimer-type instrument, and is perhaps 
the most mysterious one in my collection. It is a very small trapezoid, 32 cm long at 
the top, 53 cm long at the bottom, 18 om wide and 4 cm deep. It has eight strings of 
rather heavy wire over a single bridge. On either side of the bridge are stenciled 
these numbers: 
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There is also an O stenciled on the right-hand side between strings five and six. 
There are eight very home-made-looking tuning pins. Two seem to be rather squeezed in, 
and I wonder if they were an afterthought to the original six strings. I purchased it 
at an antique shop in Westfield, Chautauqua County, New York, in 197%. The owner said 
it was from New England and dates from about 1840. It is hollow, with no sound holes. 
There is a very simple black and gilt design painted on it, and on the long edge are 
stenciled these strange numbers: 2} 0 57. On the short side there is a metal 
handle (for easy carrying?) It is very simply and roughly made. It doesn't sound 
very good when it is struck and is not particularly resonant when it is plucked, though 
I have had it restrung with wire of the guage I found on it. (See picture #4) 


Dulcimer number five became mine with a little haggling at an outdoor flea 
market in Vermont during the summer of 1976, It has fifteen strings which stretch 
over wire bridges at the edges, but not over a center bridge. On the sound board is 
stenciled, In a circular design, DULCIMER BELLS, REGISTERED NO 3892 and on the back 
is a half-torn, round label which reads: AN(torn) CO. Triangle House Hackney London. 
Stenciled under the strings are the fifteen diatonic notes from C to C. It is a 
hollow trapezoid with two round sound holes. The tuning pegs are horizontally in 
serted into the right side of the instrument, and the hitch-pins are nails horizon- 
tally inserted on the left side. It is 17 cm long at the top, 46 cm long at the 
bottom, 22 1/2 cm wide and 3 1/2 cm deep. It does, in fact, make a very ringing, bell 
like sound when it is plucked. My guess is that it was one of the many sort of 
“instant-music-instruments' so popular at the end of the nineteenth century. (See 
picture #5) 


I wonder where my next dulcimer will come from, and I hope other players and 
collectors will share information about their instruments through the pages of this 
fine publication. 

++ END + 
NOTE: The photos to follow on the next page follow the text of Mitzie's fine article 
on her dulcimer collection. 

Mitzie Collins has recently released a new LP album entitled "A SAMPLER OF FOLK 
MUSIC". See the D.P.N. Record List for info on this fine new album of dulcimer music, 
both hammered and plucked. 
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